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NGAN NGUYEN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Ngan Nguyen
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Ngan
Nguyen is a senior at Arvada High School and
received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Ngan
Nguyen is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Ngan Nguyen for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments.

—————

DORI SLOSBERG AND KATIE
MARCHETTI SAFETY BELT LAW

HON. ROBERT WEXLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2009

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, | would like
to take a moment to recognize the Florida
Legislature for passing the Dori Slosberg and
Katie Marchetti Safety Belt Law yesterday, a
law giving police the power to stop motorists
for not wearing seat belts. | believe this law is
a great step forward in the effort to reduce the
numbers of tragic deaths and injuries through-
out Florida and should serve as an example
for other state governments to follow in ensur-
ing all Americans are safer on our roads.

This measure was long championed by Irv
Slosberg, a former state representative from
Boca Raton whose 14-year-old daughter, Dori,
was killed in a 1996 car crash on Palmetto
Park Road. This accident claimed the lives of
five teens and left four others, including Dori’'s
twin sister, with serious injuries. It is unfortu-
nate that such a tragedy needed to occur for
people in our community to take notice of the
need to amend the law to ensure people are
wearing their seat belts, but Irv Slosberg de-
serves a tremendous amount of praise for his
dedication to ensuring other families do not
suffer from such a tragedy.

Along with his efforts in the Florida State
House to introduce this bill, Irv Slosberg also
introduced the Dori Slosberg Driver Education
Safety Act, which became law in Florida in
2002 and allows Florida counties to fund driv-
er education programs by adding a surcharge
to traffic tickets. In addition, recognizing that
teen traffic crashes are the number one cause
of death in Florida, Irv Slosberg also founded
the Dori Slosberg Foundation, with a mission
statement to educate the public about the im-
portance of traffic safety; promote the usage
of safe driving habits, especially seat belt
compliance and proper child restraint devices;
support and advance driver's education pro-
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grams nationwide; assist the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation to ensure a safe driv-
ing environment on our roadways; and dis-
tribute tools to both teens and seniors to help
them drive safely. These initiatives, along with
his personal dedication to the issue of road
safety, have no doubt saved and will continue
to save countless lives in our community.

As a co-chairman of the Congressional Cau-
cus on Global Road Safety, | understand the
impact road crashes have on the global com-
munity, and while we must continue to work to
establish protocols with nations around the
world to reduce the number of road deaths
and injuries globally, we must also set an ex-
ample here in the United States by passing
laws to ensure safety belts, which have been
credited with saving countless lives since they
were made standard in U.S. automobiles in
1968, are being used by all who get behind
the wheel, especially our children.

| want to once again congratulate the Flor-
ida Legislature for passing this bill, and | look
forward to Governor Charlie Crist’s signing this
into law in the near future. | also want to once
again extend my appreciation for Irv
Slosberg’s efforts, both while he served in the
Florida Legislature and as a member of the
South Florida community, to ensure our loved
ones remain safe on the roads.

———

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HATE
CRIMES PREVENTION ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of the Local Law Enforcement
Hate Crimes Prevention Act (H.R. 1913). This
bill makes a profound statement that this
country will not tolerate violence motivated by
bigotry and ignorance against its citizens. |
commend Chairman CONYERS for bringing this
legislation to the floor.

The message of this bill is clear: the United
States will not tolerate hate crimes. These
crimes are unlike other violent acts of random-
ness. Targeting people because of their race,
religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender or
disability is a form of domestic terrorism. Such
violent crimes send a chilling message to en-
tire communities that they are not welcome
and that intolerance and ignorance is alive
and well.

Since 1991, the FBI has received more than
118,000 reports of hate crimes and we know
that crimes of this nature are frequently under-
reported. Current federal law covers crimes
committed based on a person’s race, color, re-
ligion, or national origin. H.R. 1913 extends
federal protection to include hate crimes com-
mitted because of a person’s gender, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or disability. This
bill allows the federal government to provide
needed federal resources to state and local
law enforcement officials to prosecute hate
crimes and also authorizes grants to law en-
forcement agencies that have incurred ex-
penses investigating and prosecuting hate
crime cases.

Some opponents of H.R. 1913 have sug-
gested that this bill legislates against thoughts
and ideas. This is absolutely false. H.R. 1913
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provides local authorities more effective
means to prosecute violent acts of hate, not
thoughts or speech. In fact, this bill explicitly
includes First Amendment free speech protec-
tions for persons accused of acts of hate.

My first vote as a member of the Minnesota
House of Representatives was for equal rights
on housing and employment for the gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgendered (GLBT)
community. As a Member of Congress, | have
now voted for similar federal four times. The
Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Act must become law so that all Ameri-
cans can fully participate in and enjoy the
rights of a democratic society.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

———

RESTORING THE PARTNERSHIP
FOR COUNTY HEALTH CARE COSTS

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce a bill to address two
matters that are critically important to the fu-
ture of this country: health care and the health
of our local economies.

In almost all states, an inmate in a county
jail or juvenile detention facility loses their
Medicare, Medicaid, SCHIP or SSI benefits
during their incarceration—even if they have
not been convicted of a crime. The United
States leads the world in the number of peo-
ple who are incarcerated and federal law re-
quires government entities to provide medical
services to all inmates. High incarceration
rates, chronic conditions, substance abuse
treatment, mental illness, and aging prison
populations have contributed to the rise in
health care costs for inmates.

Madam Speaker, providing health care for
inmates constitutes a major portion of local jail
operating costs. Nearly two thirds of all jail in-
mates are awaiting court action or have not
been convicted of the crime they have been
charged with. Over half of jail inmates who re-
ceive financial support from government agen-
cies prior to their arrest have physical and/or
mental health problems. Requiring county gov-
ernments to cover health care costs for in-
mates who have not been convicted. This
places an unnecessary burden on local gov-
ernments, which have been negatively im-
pacted by recession, widespread budget defi-
cits, and cuts to safety-net programs and other
essential services.

Stripping inmates of Medicare, Medicaid,
SCHIP and SSI benefits also violates the pre-
sumption of innocence which is at the heart of
our criminal justice system. The failure to dis-
tinguish between persons who are awaiting
disposition of charges and persons who have

been duly convicted goes against the
foundational tenets of our justice system.
Disadvantaged populations are further

harmed by this situation. Low-income and mi-
nority populations are often unable to post
bond, which would allow them to continue to
receive benefits from the federal government.
The facts are clear and all too familiar. Black
men are three times more likely than His-
panics and five times more likely than whites
to be in jail. Black women are more than twice
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as likely as Hispanic females and over 3.5
times more likely than white females to have
been incarcerated.

Madam Speaker, this issue hits close to
home. Florida’s local economy has been dev-
astated. Further, Florida has one of the high-
est levels of uninsured persons in the nation,
and the majority of these people reside in
South Florida. Passage of this bill will rectify
this inequality by restoring the partnership be-
tween federal and local governments.

The bipartisan Restoring the Partnership for
County Health Care Costs Act of 2009 en-
sures that the federal and local governments
share in these health care costs, and that no
side is unnecessarily burdened with financing
medical services.

| urge you to join Representative BURGESS,
Representative HOLT and myself in supporting
a bill that is designed to provide relief to local
county budgets and defend those values
which are at the core of our nation’s criminal
justice system.

RAE LANIEL
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Rae Laniel
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Rae
Laniel is a 7th grader at Drake Middle School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Rae Laniel
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential that students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic that will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Rae Laniel for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments.

——

CLIMATE CHANGE SAFEGUARDS
FOR NATURAL RESOURCES CON-
SERVATION ACT

HON. NORMAN D. DICKS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2009

Mr. DICKS. Madam Speaker, as the chair-
man of the Interior Appropriations Sub-
committee and someone who is very con-
cerned about the need to safeguard wildlife
and ecosystems from the threat of global
warming and ocean acidification, | wish to ex-
press my strong support for the “Climate
Change Safeguards for Natural Resources
Conservation Act,” legislation introduced today
by Representative RAUL GRIJALVA. | believe
that the policy provisions in this legislation,
coupled with a dedicated funding stream for
wildlife and natural resources derived from a
portion of the Federal revenues from expected
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cap-and-trade legislation, will provide the pol-
icy response necessary to tackle this signifi-
cant challenge.

| am very much aware of the need to take
action to address global warming, and | have
held hearings in the Interior Subcommittee to
examine the impact of climate change on
many of the agencies and resources under my
subcommittee’s jurisdiction. | have consistently
stated my belief that climate change is the
emerging issue of our time. Climate change
may alter the face of our planet in ways we
cannot yet fully comprehend, and | believe it
is our responsibility not only to do as much as
possible to halt or slow it, but also to do ev-
erything in our power to protect the earth’s re-
sources from its impacts so that future genera-
tions will be able to benefit from them as we
and past generations have done.

Our Nation’s wildlife is one critically impor-
tant resource that is particularly vulnerable to
climate change and is also a resource that is
a fundamental part of America’s history and
character. Conservation of wildlife and wildlife
habitat is a core value shared by all Ameri-
cans.

America’s wildlife is vital to our Nation for
many reasons. Wildlife conservation provides
economic, social, educational, recreational,
emotional, and spiritual benefits. The eco-
nomic value of the outdoor recreation industry
alone is estimated to contribute $730 billion
annually to the U.S. economy. Wildlife habitat,
including forests, grasslands, riparian lands,
wetlands, rivers and other water bodies, is an
essential component of the American land-
scape, and is protected and valued by Fed-
eral, State, and local governments, tribes, pri-
vate landowners, and conservation organiza-
tions.

Ocean acidification is a subject not often
discussed but which poses a grave threat to
our waterways and ultimately to our food
chain. The oceans absorb approximately 30
percent of the carbon dioxide (CO.) released
into the atmosphere and they have played an
important role in reducing the greenhouse gas
levels in the atmosphere and mitigating some
of the impacts of climate change. However, re-
cent discoveries clearly indicate that marine
fish and wildlife are highly susceptible to in-
creases in CO, and the impact it has on water
quality. Higher acidity affects the ability of ma-
rine life such as shellfish, lobsters and corals
to build their skeletons and shells. Many of the
affected organisms are important sources in
the food chain for fish and other higher marine
organisms. Fishing and related industries play
a tremendous role in Washington State’s
economy, as well as other coastal commu-
nities.

Unfortunately, it is becoming increasingly
apparent that the effect of climate change on
wildlife will be profound. The Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change reports have
made clear that global warming is occurring,
that it is exacerbated by human activity, and
that it will have devastating impacts on wildlife
and wildlife habitat.

Global warming is already impacting all of
us: threatening the water we drink, the air we
breathe, the medicines we use, the food we
eat, the forests and fisheries we depend on,
the special places we take our children. Wild-
life is already suffering from massive changes
in habitat, particularly in the arctic, and shifts
in ranges and timing of migration and breeding
cycles. Continued global warming could lead
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to large-scale species extinctions. These im-
pacts add to and compound the adverse ef-
fects wildlife and its habitat already suffer from
land development, energy development, road
construction, and other human activities, and
from other threats such as invasive species
and disease.

According to the IPCC, global warming and
associated sea level rise will continue for cen-
turies due to the timescales associated with
climate processes and feedbacks, even if
greenhouse gas concentrations are stabilized
now or in the very near future. | believe that,
as a nation, we must craft responses and
mechanisms now to help navigate the threats
global warming poses to the natural resources
that we all depend upon for survival.

To conserve natural resources and wildlife
in the face of the far-reaching effects of global
warming, there is a need for a coordinated,
national strategy based on sound scientific in-
formation to ensure that impacts on wildlife
that span government jurisdictions are effec-
tively addressed and to ensure that Federal
funds are prudently committed. Ensuring stra-
tegic and efficient allocation of funding is
something of particular interest to me as an
appropriator.

Because of these needs, | have co-spon-
sored the “Climate Change Safeguards for
Natural Resources Conservation Act.” This
legislation has been developed by the Natural
Resources Committee and lays out the strong
policy framework necessary to ensure our Na-
tion is using all possible means to help safe-
guard America’s natural resources and wildlife
from the harmful impacts of global warming.

| have also acted in my capacity on the
House Appropriations Committee to support
actions address the climate change impacts in
the near term. In 2007, | worked to establish
the Global Warming and Wildlife Science cen-
ter at the U.S. Geological Survey to enhance
the science capacity of Federal land manage-
ment and wildlife agencies. In addition, the re-
cent FY09 omnibus appropriations provided di-
rection from my Subcommittee to the Depart-
ment of the Interior to develop a national strat-
egy to address global warming’s impacts on
fish, wildlife, and natural resources. Last Con-
gress, | also introduced “The Global Warming
Wildlife Survival Act” whose central principles
are represented in the Natural Resources
Committee bill that | am proud to cosponsor
today.

This bill will help ensure that the pressing
needs that are faced by the agencies and pro-
grams under the Interior and Environment ap-
propriations subcommittee to help wildlife and
wildlife habitat are addressed strategically,
based on a foundation of sound scientific in-
formation, and that funding is driven through
proven programs at the Federal, State and
tribal levels in the most efficient way possible.

| also have one additional but very signifi-
cant point to make about funding to address
impacts to natural resources and wildlife from
global warming. It is essential that actions to
safeguard wildlife and the natural resources
will all depend upon dedicated funding. Ade-
quately addressing the greatest conservation
challenge of our time will require long-term in-
vestments of the magnitude that only the rev-
enue stream created by comprehensive cli-
mate and energy legislation can provide. | am
working to ensure that 5 percent of the allow-
ance value created by this legislation is dedi-
cated to protect natural resources from global
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